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For more than a year, our 
country has been experiencing 
a force retreat from humans' 

vituperative use of our resources. And 
as mother earth rested from her usual 
routine, people solicited to the power 
of prayer. The human race has forced 
themselves to the limit on finding a 
cure of this pandemic.  We are looking 
forward that the vaccine will make 
things better, and may we embrace  
the challenge of giving light to the 
pathway, to have “ A Dose of Hope”.
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 “Inside a Seminarian’s 
Heart”

By: Joshua John C. Malalis, Postulant
(An Associate- Editor- In- Chief’s Farewell)

No man is an island, is a phrase commonly 
heard by everyone. I do believe that every 
individual really needs someone for him to 

grow and to mature in dealing and facing life. I also 
need someone to help me grow, not physically because 
I am naturally small, but to my very core as a person. 
Being part of the SCJ community and the Sint Unum 
Publication, I am able to see life in its wider horizon.

 Remembering my life before I answered 
the call of this vocation, I had everything I 
needed – a stable and decent job as a government 
employee and people who are so supportive of 
the decisions I make. However, I never regretted 
choosing the life I have right now. It was through 
this life that I see the clearer picture of what life 
really is.
 I consider my life as a novel, me being 
its author. It begins with a “Foreword” and is 
expected to end with an “Epilogue”. Jesus Christ 
is my guest writer who would persuade you to 
read a short introduction of who I am, and as you 
read it, you explore on the chapters of my life. It 
will naturally end with an epilogue to where the 
readers are given the chance to know if there 
are any insights or learnings that they can bring 
with them after embarking on a journey with 
me through the pages they have read. Though 
an epilogue really depends on the type of novel; 
some do not really need it, I am hopeful that my 
readers would reach in the end just like how we 
all persevere in the crisis we are facing.
 And in this time of pandemic, as 
everyone is so worried and hesitant, I remain 
optimistic and faithful  that one day, we all can 
go back to our normal lives in God’s grace. The 
only constant in this world is change; that means, 
this situation we are currently experiencing – this 
pandemic is just transitory. Let us not mislay one 
important piece in triumphing over this battle 
with coronavirus: hope. The hope that one day, 
we will come out victorious and can all normally 
live a life like before, where there is no anxiety 
and disinclination.
 I am ever hopeful that we will conquer 
the current situation that we have and in that way 
I hope for my vocation to perdure and for our 
personal endeavor to persist. May God continue 
to guide and maneuver us in the life He very 
much desires for us to have.

 For more than a year of staying in this newfound 
family, I reckon the learnings I gained, and these  were 
as myriad as the stars on a clear summer night. The 
feeling of foreseeing alongside with hope makes my 
heart realize to equip myself of the separation in the 
community since this is the last year of my formation 
and that everything after this would be a part of who 
I am as a formandee, a member of the Sint Unum 
Publication, a brother, and a crony. 
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The Roman Catholic Church has been firmly standing for over twenty centuries. It is believed to 
have been founded by Jesus Christ himself, the Son of man and the living God, the Messiah, 
Redeemer of the world, and Prince of Peace. Matthew 28:18-20 says, “Then Jesus came to them 

and said, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore, go and make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching 
them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely, I am with you always, to the very end of the 
age.’ ”  Jesus is truly present now and always.
  
 As the Church is constantly growing, she needs future leaders who are expected to continue 
her missions. She needs the young Christians. The youth of the 21st century is known to be creative, 
innovative, dynamic, and flexible. However, can this generation also be the future of the Church?
 
 One of the characteristics of the young people in this age is they are very connected and interested 
in technology, yet they lack the relational connectedness on a personal level. Young people mostly prefer 
leisure time and personal pleasure over other things. More would prefer to go to parties than religious 
gatherings, and many would favor reading posts on their social media accounts than reading the accounts 
of God in the Bible. The Vatican statistics show the decline in the number of consecrated men and women 
between the year 2013-2018 (Steves, Catholic News Service, 2020). If this continues to happen, what will 
the Church look like in 50 or 100 years? 

 The future always belongs to the youth. The remedies to spiritual and physical pollution are 
dependent on them. How lovely it is to envision the Church where young people are united in faith 
and leading each other to where God is calling them to be. Regrettably, what seems to be happening is 
the contrary. Christianity is continually declining in prominence, especially in Western and Northern 
Europe where countries are more developed and modernized. This must be taken seriously. This is a great 
problem in which most believers are still blind, ignorant or in denial of. Will the youth be the hope of the 
Church or its downfall?

“The Youth of  the Church: Its Hope or Its Downfall?”
By: Jeffrey H. Melgazo, Aspirant

By: Prince John Samontina, Aspirant
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The Priests of the 
Sacred Heart of jesus 

Philippine Region
Assembly in the Time of 

the Pandemic

The Sacred Heart of Jesus (SCJ) 
Philippine Region conducted 
t he i r  annua l  Reg iona l 

Assembly on February 8-12, 2021, 
with the theme, "Revisiting the 
'Treasure' of the Dehonian Identity 
on Social Commitment as a 
Region," which aims to revisit their 
social commitment according to 
the charism of Fr. Dehon. 
 However, due to travel restrictions and social distancing protocols, the meeting 
was done only via Zoom confer. The Region was divided into three zones for the 
workshops: Cagayan de Oro area, Manila area, and Zamboanga del Sur area. These 
zones are composed of several SCJ communities working in the area.  

By: Prince John Samontina, Aspirant

Death of Fr. 
Aloisio Back 
brought grief to 
the SCJ Philippine 
Community

Fr. Aloisio Back, a Brazilian 
SCJ missionary, died on 
Jan. 6, 2021 in Brazil due 

to respiratory problems and 
cardiac arrest. He served as a 
missionary priest for 26 years in 
the Philippines.

 The death of Fr. Aloisio Back was a sorrowful 
news for the whole SCJ Congregation. The Dehonian 
youth, together with the SCJ community, offered 
a funeral Mass for him at Immaculate Conception 
Parish in Aluba, Macasandig, Cagayan de Oro City on 
January 12,2021.

The Sint Unum

By: Richmon Rey B. Jundis, Orientation Year

Photo by: Joshua John C. Malalis, Postulant

Photo by: Richmon Rey  B. Jundis, Orientation Year
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Deacon Victor M. Lingasa, SCJ was ordained 
to the priesthood by the Bishop of Pagadian 
Diocese, Most Rev. Ronald I. Lunas, D.D. 

at the Immaculate Conception Parish in Pitogo, 
Zamboanga del Sur on February 25, 2021. Fr. Victor 
is now assigned in Banal na Krus Parish, Tanay, Rizal.

Fr. Victor kneeling down while the bishop lay his hand during the ordination.
Photo by: Tolentino A. Gupio Jr.

Deacon Julius Dela Peña Socorro, SCJ was ordained to 
priesthood and Bro. Reneboy Dela Peña Socorro, SCJ was 
ordained to diaconate by the Bishop of Butuan Diocese, 

Most Rev. Cosme Damian Racine Almedilla, D.D at Heart of Jesus 
Parish, Bayugan, Agusan del Norte on March 02, 2021.
 The newly ordained ministers held a thanksgiving mass six 
days after the ordination at the Sacred Heart Formation House 
main chapel in Aluba, Cagayan de Oro City. Both extended their 
gratitude to all who supported and helped them realize their 
vocation.

Fr. Julius (left) and Deacon Reneboy (right) with the 
bishop of Butuan Diocese after the ordination.

Photo by: Fr. Sergio Matumoto, SCJ

Photo by: Joshua John C. Malalis, Postulant
By:Lloyd Christian Yabo, Orientation Year

In celebrating the 178th birthday of Fr. Leo John Dehon, SCJ congregation 
founder, the community conducted sports festival and various competitions 
such as poetry, essay writing and art making contest with a theme, “Fr Dehon 

and the 500th anniversary of Christianity in the Philippines.”

 Preliminary games were played during the week-long celebration after the 
Holy Mass presided by Fr. Rico Lapinig. Each team, full of vigor and enthusiasm 
and unmindful of the scorching heat of the sun, gave their best to win and attain 
championship.The day ended with a special prayer for Fr. Dehon followed by a 
sumptuous dinner and a program where every formation level had its own share of 
presentations. Winners were announced and awarded. 

 St. Mark team was the over-all champion. St Luke won the 1st runner up 
followed by St. Lawrence as second runner up and St. Joseph as the 3rd runner up. 
Prizes and certificates were given. Special awards were given to the Most Valuable 
Player for volleyball and soccer game.  Fr. Ruel Paalisbo led the closing prayer 
which then capped the whole day activities.

Fr. Julius (right) giving a blessing to his brother, 
Deacon Reneboy (left) during the mass.

Ordination To The 
Priesthood

Two Brothers, Ordained 
On The Same Day

By: Mark Ian Catigum, Orientation Year

By: Mark Ian Catigum, Orientation Year

178th Birth Anniversary 
of Fr. Leo John Dehon

6 Vol. 1 no. 2



The basketball pre-game started on 
the 9th day of March Tuesday. On 
that day all four teams were battling 

for who will advance to the next round. The 
team of St. Mark led by Fr. Patrick Gutib, 
SCJ beats the team of St. Joseph. However, 
St. Lawrence knockout team St. Luke with a 
commanding lead with a score of 22-32. 

 Friday on the 12th of March was 
the continuation of the basketball pre-
game where both teams who won and lost 
on the first games were competing for the 
championship and for the third place. Team 
St. Mark defeated St. Lawrence, while team 
St. Joseph won over team St. Luke.
 
 
 However, due to uncooperative weather condition, the Championship 
game was decided to stop. Both teams St. Joseph and St. Mark got the 
Championship title and were given equal points respectively.

  By: Richmon Rey Jundis, Orientation Year

Basketball Championship

St. Luke took the gold in volleyball game as 
they fought intensely against the team of St. 
Mark with the score of 25-17, 22-25, 25-21.

 St. Luke admired the dedication of the 
opponent to win the gold as they found little 
struggle to defeat them. The most valuable 
player is Vince Hope M. Ediang, a second year 
aspirant.

By: Joseph Flores, Orientation Year

The Sizzling Fight 
for Volleyball Gold 

Photos by: Joseph Flores, Orientation Year
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St. Lawrence triumph over St. Mark 
for the coveted soccer championship 
gamewith a score of 2-0.

 Both teams, fairly and squarely, 
battles on March 14 for the game inside the 
Sacred Heart Formation House Seminary 
here in Cagayan de Oro in celebration of 
the 178th birth anniversary of Fr. Dehon.
Lawrence John S. Buenafe was hailed the 
Most Valuable Player.

Soccer Championship Game 
between St. Mark vs. 

St Lawrence

The final game in Badminton Men’s dou-
ble was played under the heat of the sun. 
St. Luke's and St. Lawrence's key players 

showed their best to perform well during the 
game to win the title. However, St. Luke's su-
perb performance swept St. Lawrence's effort, 
claimed the title easily, and left  the opponents 
into a dry set with a 2-0 advantage. The game 
lasted for 20 minutes with a final score of 15-2, 
15-5.

St. Luke aced 
competitors clinching the 
Men's Double Badminton 

In the preliminaries, St. Mark's Norelyn 
Novabos and Rene Adorable's good 
performance blocks St. Lawrence's Sr. Mercy 

Basadre, TMM and Lawrence John Buenafe's 
chance to advance in finals scoring 15-11, 15-9.
 On the one hand, St. Luke's Marniel Concepcion 
and Ma'am Marivic Falcutila suffered a 
disappointment as St. Joseph's players Sr. Yolly 
Novabos, TMM and Vince Geralla's net effort 
left them no match in the 1st set. 
 However, in the 2nd set St. Luke overturns 
the game into their favour forcing a thrilling 
3rd set. The net battle continues but St. Luke's 
composure and focus drove them to finish the 
deciding set favourably in their team beating 
the opponent with a final score of 12-15, 15-7, 
15-11. 
 The anticipated final game to be played 
between St. Mark and St. Luke was stopped by 
the Officiating committee as the rain struck the 
game arena. Finally, both teams were declared 
winner. Following the ranks are St. Joseph 
and St. Lawrence who got 50 and 35 points 
respectively for their teams.

St. Luke and St. Mark's 
Shutters hailed Victorious 

in Mixed-Double 
  By: Vince Hope M. Ediang, Aspirant

By : Peddy Serencio, Aspirant

  By: Vince Hope M. Ediang, Aspirant
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        Intense  Board Games during the 
SportsFest 2021

The SCJ sport’s committee includes board games during the sportsfest in cele-
bration of the 178th Birth Anniversary of Fr. Leo John Dehon which includes 
Scrabble, Word factory, Chess, and Dart. The game was participated by some of 

the SCJstaff, seminarians,  and priests in the receiving area held in the afternoon.

 Sem. Vince Ediang (Team St. Luke) 
won the Word factory while Fr. Joel Bolo 
(Team St. Mark) triumphed over the 
other competitors in the Chess game

 Ms. Norelyn and Sem. Mark Ian (Team 
St. Mark) gained  the total highest score in the 
game of Scrabble that lasts for more or less 
two hours. 

 Lastly, the team-up of Sem. Kenth Ponghon 
and Sem. Justine Soriano (St.Joseph)  made them 
attain victory in the Dart competition.

Fr. Joel Bolo, SCJ, Champion (Chess)

9 The Sint Unum
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Sacred Heart of Jesus’ Holy 
Week Celebration 2021

The SCJ Community in Aluba, Cagayan de Oro City solemnly 
celebrates the holiest week of the year, commencing it with the 
Palm Sunday or Sunday of the Lord’s Passion presided by Fr. 

Franciszek Pupkowski, SCJ. 

 The Paschal Triduum celebration is about the Lord’s Passion, 
Death, and Resurrection. The Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper on 
Maundy Thursday was presided by Fr. Rico Lapinig, SCJ. After the 
communion, the Body of Christ was exposed to the Altar of Repose inside 
the chapel for prayer and vigil which signifies Jesus’ spending his final 
moments with his disciples as he prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane 
before his Passion. 

 During the Good Friday of the Lord’s Passion, the 
community started the day with the Via Crucis or the Way 
of the Cross. In the afternoon, the Good Friday liturgy was 
presided by Fr. Franciszek Pupkowski, SCJ with the Liturgy of 
the Word, Solemn Intercession, Veneration of the Cross, and 
the Distribution of Holy Communion. 

 The Easter Vigil in the Holy Night of Easter on 
Black Saturday was presided by Fr. Sergio Matumoto and 
started the celebration with the Blessing of the Paschal 
Candle and the Fire. The Exsultet was sung as a sign 
that Christ is indeed risen from death and destroyed the 
darkness of sin and death. 

 The Easter Sunday of the Lord’s Resurrection, 
which was presided over by Fr. Joseph Butlig, SCJ, a 
usual morning mass schedule in the main chapel, and 
in the evening, the SCJ Cagayan de Oro community 
gathered for the Easter Sunday fellowship to wrap 
up the whole week celebration. 

 Next, the Liturgy of the Word which 
was composed of the 8 readings and with the 
Alleluia before the Gospel reading. After the 
homily, the Blessing of the New Water followed, 
then proceeded by the Renewal of the Baptismal 
Promises, the Liturgy of the Eucharist then 
followed. 

By: Justine Lee D. Soriano, Aspirant
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Give me a Break
By: Vince Hope M. Ediang, Aspirant

Too much enjoyment felt in the 
waters of Midway Resort at 
Initao during the community 

outing last April 9, 2021. The activity 
was participated by the priests, 
seminarians, and staff. The program 
started at 10 o’ clock in the morning, 
under the heat of the sun. This day 
was memorable because it was the first 
time we went out for an outing from a 
year of stay at home in the seminary 
due to the pandemic. There were series 
of team-building activities followed to 
test the unity and cooperation of each 
group. 

 In this way, it helped to build stronger 
ties to the members of the community.  After 
the games, everybody cannot say “No” to the 
delicious foods prepared on the table during 
lunchtime, what made it more fun was 
the unlimited karaoke which had greatly 
intensify the emotions of the participants. 

 In the late noon, some played cards. 
Others enjoyed their sea encounter and, 
others were merely enjoying the view. 
Moroever, the whole activity was filled with 
so much energy and fun. Thus, it ended with 
a splash.

The Sint Unum11
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Starting the New Year 2021, we look at it 
full of hope. We hope that the new year 
will be better than the previous one, that 

the coronavirus pandemic will be conquered, 
and our lives will be back to normal. We hope 
to become better people, closer to God.

  St. Thomas Aquinas, writing about hope, 
noted that hope is born from the desire for 
something good that is “difficult but possible 
to attain.” There is no need for hope if we can 
easily get what we want, but neither is there 
any reason to hope when what we desire is 
completely beyond our grasp.

“Living Out and Sharing 
the Gift of HOPE”

 The world in which we live tells us that 
hope is found in material things, the comfort of 
life, or protection against bad things. But a Chris-
tian hope is different. It is a hope that does not 
tell us bad things will never happen—that, if we 
believe hard enough, if we love God enough—
we will lead charmed lives, never suffer, never be 
afraid. Rather, it is a hope that tells us that even in 
the midst of suffering, hardship, and misfortune. 

 God is present. God accompanies us, blesses us, steadies, and encourages us so that the absolute 
best thing we could ever hope for will be ours. This is why hope is not something we achieve through hard 
work, grit, and determination. Hope is inescapably a gift. Hope is the gift God bestows on us so that we 
can turn our lives to God, seek God, grow in the love and goodness of God. Christian hope is determined 
not by our own power or resources or ingenuity but by God’s inexhaustible love and goodness.

 In “Saved in Hope” (“Spe Salvi”), his 2007 encyclical on hope, Pope Benedict XVI wrote, “The one 
who has hope lives differently; the one who hopes has been granted the gift of a new life” (No. 2). These 
words remind us that hope is not a fleeting emotion, much less an attitude that fades when life is hard, 
but a resilient stance toward a life marked by trust, confidence, and perseverance. Hope empowers us to 
live differently because a Christian understanding of hope is rooted in the unshakable conviction that 
God loves us and wants our good, a fact memorably exclaimed by Paul’s declaration in Romans: “If God 
is for us, who can be against us?” (8:31). To live with hope is to take those words to heart and to allow that 
knowledge to change our lives in creative and surprising ways. To live in hope is to want nothing less for 
ourselves than what God wants for us.

By: Fr. Franciszek Pupkowski, SCJ
Fundrasing Officer In- Charge
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“A NEW HOPE”

Habang may buhay, may pag-asa.” This is a 
popular Filipino axiom that is uttered when 
life seems dark and unbearable. We Filipinos 

are known to be hopeful people. This disposition is 
so apparent through smiles, giggles, and laughs amids 
catastrophes. We always believe that despite life’s 
absurdity, we always have the reason to live. We may 
cry for a while, lament on the pain piercing us, yet 
we continue to move forward. It is because our life is 
grounded on the reality of hope.

 Nuancing this hopeful Filipino disposition, 
I see a different view that this axiom may imply. 
I would rather say “Habang may pag-asa, may 
buhay.” This is a stronger spirit that every person 
should possess. This is a principle which is more 
compelling than moving forward against the 
hurdles of life. We have heard of so much anxiety, 
depression and despair brought about not only by 
the pandemic, but also by ordinary problems in 
life. Many resort to suicide or self-destruct because 
they have lost hope. Some are still living but seem 
not anymore “existing”. When a person loses hope, 
death comes. Nevertheless, whatever the face of the 
world might be, so long as there is hope, there is 
always a reason to live.

 Hope is more than optimism. It is neither the opposite of pessimism nor wishful thinking. Hope 
is a theological virtue infused by God in the heart of each person. This is a sort of faculty that propels 
us to be who we ought to be and to become what we ought to become. To truly live life to the fullest 
we need hope; it is in hope that we can define the meaning of life. However, hope is not to believe that 
things will always go well, because frequently things do not go well. It is a conviction, nonetheless, that 
God is in control and is in charge so that whatever happens in life, there is a God who will never despise 
us.
 As a theological virtue, hope is rooted deeply in faith. Therefore, to hope is to entrust myself to 
God. The more I trust in the Lord, the firmer my hope becomes. Hope is a trust that is not confined by 
the present but extends into the future. It is looking strictly ahead to the author of life, God himself, 
where real joy, fulfillment, and peace are to be found, where the real purpose of life is attained.

 Hence, while it is true that “Habang may buhay may pag-asa,” for me, it is more compelling to 
say “Habang may pag-asa, may buhay” because it is in hoping that we can rest our soul in the ultimate 
telos of Hope – God who is Life Himself.

By: Fr. Patrick L. Gutib, SCJ  
Local Superior
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By: Fr. Sergio Shoiti Matumoto, SCJ
Orientation Year Formator

Many people at the end of 2020 said: “I hope 
that 2021 will be better … I hope that we 
will have a vaccine against COVID-19 , I 

hope to be in good health…. And so on.”
         These hopes of the end of the year are often 
related to a better future, either a material progress, 
a health improvement, a spiritual gift or a social 
welfare. In other words, hope is connected to a 
better situation in any area of life in the future. But 
for us Christians, what does hope mean?

 For us hope, in the strict sense of the word, 
it is to believe in eternal life. It is to believe that one 
day we will live forever with God. However, it is not 
a passive waiting for that moment, but it is an active 
doing in the present. It means to be shaped through 
faith, and in the way we guide our lives. Therefore, 
our hope goes beyond the progress in any dimension 
of life that we have in the future, but it regards the 
“Future" which all of us will encounter after death.
         Then, to hope is to live with faith in Jesus 
Christ, to seek to be in union with Him, to follow 
His commandments, to live facing the adversities as 
He himself did it and to have the courage to fight for 
a better present showing that the justice and truth of 
the Kingdom of God is among us.

 In the encyclical Spe Salvi of Pope Benedict XVI, which title is taken from the letter of Saint Paul 
to the Romans 8:24, “in hope we were saved,” there is an identification of hope and faith (Spe Salvi, 
2-5). He argues that faith and hope are interchangeable terms in the Bible. Moreover, faith in salvation, 
in eternal life, is not just “informative,” a passive waiting but a “performative” attitude, meaning to say 
that it changes our way of living and our way to face the challenges that life gives us because whoever 
has faith in Jesus Christ knows that the Future is already given in the present, in a life in communion 
with God (Spe Salvi 2).
         The Gospel is not just information about God because even demons know God (Mk 1:34) and 
they are not saved but it proposes a new life in Jesus Christ (2 Cor 5:15; Rom 6:4).
         In addition, to hope is more than a progress or a better life condition. These things are seen in a 
secondary perspective because the essential is to love God and be with Him. The vital purpose in life is 
to seek God's will and do it.
         Finally, to hope is to believe, it is to live in union with Jesus Christ knowing that nothing and no 
one can separate us from His love (1 Cor 13:13) and at the end of this earthly pilgrimage we will reach 
the Eternal Kingdom where God, all the angels and saints are living forever.

15 The Sint Unum
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By: Fr. Joseph C. Butlig, SCJ , Regional 
Treasurer/ Vocation Director

The year 2020 was undeniably one of the 
toughest years in my life. The COVID-19  
virus came into the picture and infected many 

individuals and claimed numerous lives in Wuhan 
China towards the end of December 2019. The virus 
has no cure and is often deadly.

 In the second week of March 2020, the 
Philippines recorded several infections carried by 
those who were returning from abroad. It caused an 
alarm to all citizens of the nation, and in response, to 
battle the spreading of the disease, the government 
started to impose lockdowns to contain it.

 However, despite all the efforts made by the 
government to stop the increase of contamination 
they ended up unsuccessful in handling the problem. 
As time passed by, the number of infected individuals 
increased as well as the number of deaths. Moreover, 
the disaster brought by the infection spread rapidly 
throughout the world.

 Definitely, the disease puts the existence of humanity in great danger. Since the virus has no cure 
yet, many people have experienced anxiety, ambiguity, depression, and poverty to the point that some 
have lost hope on how to overcome the catastrophe brought by the virus. I cannot deny the fact that I 
am one of those who felt frightened about my life. I also experienced uncertainties in dealing with my 
responsibilities entrusted to me by God and by the congregation as a young religious priest.

 Despite all of these negative things brought by the disease, we need to remain still and hopeful 
that everything will be fine in God’s time. God allowed these things to happen with a purpose, for us 
to experience his compassion, mercy, and love if we totally put our trust and faith in Him. We have to 
convince ourselves that everything will be fine. Moreover, the celebration of Christmas that we have just 
celebrated brought a clear message from our almighty God that there is a reason to hope amidst all the 
difficulties in life.

 The birth of Jesus gives us the strength and endurance to face all our fears and worries with 
hope because the son of God is among us. We are all reminded that He is present in our difficulties, 
and He accompanies us to overcome all the obstacles we face. Therefore, we should not lose hope but 
instead believe, and have faith in God as we continue our journey, and everything will thrive. This is the 
message conveyed to each one of us in celebrating the birth of our savior Jesus Christ.
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“Hope Amidst 
COVID-19 Crisis”
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Gaze into this picture, the chapel where 
Jesus Christ lives. Ponder deeply. Hope in 
Christ for He will never reject us. Amidst 

the pandemic, we are still alive. It is because of our 
great faith in God. God loves us so much that He 
even gave His only begotten Son Jesus Christ as 
the ransom for our sins. So, we should not lose 
hope, even if we are suffering in this “new normal.” 
We should take the  courage to live for God will do 
the rest.    

Productivity amidst four corners. In this time of the 
pandemic, it is undoubtedly risky to do outdoor 
activities. It is inadvisable to resume physical classes. 

Despite all the hardships of exploring and learning new 
things outside, we can still keep on feeding our hungry 
minds, improving our vocabulary, and keeping ourselves 
updated on the news outside through reading books, 
magazines, newspapers, and articles. Online articles 
are also recommendable for those who have an internet 
connection, just like reading The Sint Unum Publication’s 
virtual flipbook.

   SPREAD THE LIGHT
   By: Lawrence John S. Buenafe, Aspirant

We all have the light that we carry. It was 
given to us by our God for us to give 
and spread the light to our brothers 

and sisters in the current crisis we are facing. A 
light that cannot be burned out and cannot be 
taken away from us. A light that can illuminate 
other souls to instill to them that there is hope in 
the midst of infection.                       Photo:  https://www.dreamstime.com/photos-images/

hope-darkness.html

Photo and Caption:  Richmon Rey Jundis, Orientation Year

PROGRESS

Photo and caption: Jayco Sinilong, Orientation Year

PRAY, HOPE, BELIEVE
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“Let Go and Give It a Go!”
By:Mark Ian Catigum, Orientation Year

I remember one time while I was on my 
bed having a quick nap after a busy day, 
I suddenly woke up, but I was unable to 

move. I felt as if I was chained to the bed. I 
panicked as I felt like something was gliding 
toward me making my chest feel tight. I could 
hear my heart beating so fast. It was like a 
real-life nightmare that I thought it was my 
end. I tried to remain calm and took a deep 
breath while waiting for it to be over. When 
it was finally over, I felt a great sense of relief, 
and I thanked God. Then, I pondered for a 
while. What if it was my end? From then on, 
no matter how tiring or heavy my day was, I 
take time to thank God for giving me another 
day to live.

 However, what if I experienced more 
than that nightmare, like losing a loved one, 
getting fired from a job, suffering from a 
terrible illness, experiencing extreme hunger, 
being stressed with the school demands, 
feeling regretful and unloved? Can I still 
thank God simply because I am alive despite 
everything?

 Life gets harder when we think it is. When 
the circumstances overwhelm us, despair comes 
crashing in and it seems that there is nowhere 
to turn. Fr. Leo John Dehon, the SCJ founder, 
in his difficult times would say, “I give myself 
completely to Our Lord to serve him…, with the 
help of his grace to do and to endure whatever he 
wills.” We cannot control everything. We do not 
know what tomorrow holds.  Therefore, when 
we are feeling stressed and frustrated, wounded 
by this world, just step back and take a look at 
all of God’s beautiful creations. Remind yourself 
of how awesome your God is. Then, say a simple 
prayer.
 I have learned that we cannot do much 
on our own, so we should acknowledge our 
need for Him. We let go of the situations that we 
cannot control and leave them in His hands. If 
prayer is not part of your daily life, I invite you 
to give it a go. 

 Whenever the latter question comes 
to mind, I think of Job who suffered deeply 
when his servants were attacked, his animals 
were stolen, each of his sheep was struck 
by lightning, and his eldest son's house was 
destroyed by a storm, and all his children 
were killed. He remained strong and faithful 
to God. Amidst his afflictions, Job said, “…I 
will hope in Him.” (Job 13:15) Such faith 
leads him to prosperity later on in his life.
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Humble Hope

A tiny little spark that lights the darkest point of our life can 
turn into a blazing fire that can light the entire world. The 
world is now in extreme darkness, snatching the glorious 

dreams and hopes of many individuals. Tendencies to give up and 
to just let the darkness devour our precious goals because of the 
feeling of hopelessness is inevitable for the many. These chaotic 
scenes of reality need to be addressed through the effort of each 
believer of Christ. As we start a new life in this year of hope, 2021, 
we need to remember how the unprivileged poor became the 
King of all kings, God of all gods, and the source of strength and 
salvation of all mankind.   

 Jesus, though a God, did not exalt Himself but humbled. 
He chose to be born in a dirty and smelly manger. Jesus wants us 
to know that there is nothing wrong with being poor and lowly, 
and He wants us to know that hope is not only for the privileged 
but for everyone.  It is unquestionable that our God is a humble, 
compassionate and merciful God, for He Himself knows how it 
feels to be poor. 

 We must not grumble about our current status, of what we do not have and of what we 
are not. Instead, let us imitate our Savior who completely submitted Himself to the Father’s 
will, graciously thanked all the ample amount of blessings He had here on earth and humbly 
lived His simple life.

  As this year of 2021 begins, we must challenge ourselves to genuinely follow the ways of 
Jesus Christ by serving people with love. It is undoubtedly difficult to follow the ways of Jesus. 
Since we cannot do great things like Christ, then we can simply start doing little things with 
love. If we cannot live a life with complete chastity, then just simply avoid earthly pleasures that 
are unnecessary. Lastly, if we cannot live a life of complete poverty, then just start extending 
a hand to the poor. Through these simple acts of love, contentment and compassion for the 
poor, we can all create a better world for everyone. 

  This unwanted crisis that our world is facing right now can be the key to a better world, 
where everyone knows how to accept simple life and live with it, knows how to care for others, 
and knows how to imitate the ways of God even in the littlest way. We must not lose hope and 
continue to follow the light that we see right now, for that light is the light from our king, God, 
and Savior, Jesus Christ, our Humble Hope.
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Fr. Aloisio Back was a Brazilian with a Filipino 
heart. He was a member of the Philippine 
Region - who untiringly rendered faithful 

service to the Congregation and the Church. He was 
known for his smiling face and pleasant character. 
He was a father figure to the people with whom he 
closely interacted. Fr. Al loved to play chess, soccer, 
and tennis in his younger years. He was skillful 
in those sports - which made him widely known 
among their seminarians and priests. This sports 
lover also loved gardening. 

 He started his spiritual journey in the 
small town of Sao Martinho, Santa Catarina in the 
Southern region of Brazil. He had his first profession 
in the said place on Feb. 02, 1973. He was ordained 
as a priest on Dec. 31, 1982. He became one of the 
most influential members of the SCJ Philippine 
Region.  

 His contributions to the congregation helped in the 
fast development of the Philippine Region. He became a 
Postulant and Novice Master, as well as Theologate Formator. 
He was appointed as the Third Councilor in the Philippine 
Islands in 1994. Three years later, he led the Philippine 
Territorial Community as the Local Superior. In 2000, he was 
elected as the First District Superior. For a very short while, 
he was assigned in San Lorenzo Ruiz Parish in the Diocese of 
Novaliches, Quezon City guiding the neophyte SCJ's in their 
religious path. In 2018, he became a Parish Vicar in Nossa 
Senhora de Lourdes in Forniga, Brazil. Spending most of his 
life in service here in the Philippines, the country had always 
had a huge impact on Fr. Al's apostolic and religious quest. 

 His 26 years of service in the Philippine Mission is 
very inspiring. Fr. Al's genuineness in dealing with the SCJ 
Fathers, formandees, Dehonian youth, Kasanag staff, and 
the people in his communities created special memories 
that even today are still rooted in everybody’s heart. He will 
always be remembered for his good works and spontaneity, 
which made the people around him love him so much. He 
was a man of poverty. He can live even without a single penny 
in his pocket. He loved to tease and joke around, but he took 
his ministries seriously. In fact, most of the Filipino priests 
and Vietnamese confreres were his "spiritual products." 
Spending his life for the transformation and the good of 
people is a selfless act that we will always cherish. 

 His Ecce Venio did not expire, even after he went 
back to Brazil, as he made himself available to all. Today, the 
seeds that Fr. Aloisio planted together with the pioneering 
missionaries, and with the safeguarding of the congregation, 
continue to sprout and flourish. The legacy of Fr. Al is an 
excellent example to the seminarians and missionaries in the 
congregation. Due to cardiac arrest and respiratory failure, 
this "Man of Missions" breathed his last on Jan. 6, 2021.

Requiescat in pace, Fr. Al.

 Before his mission in the Philippines, he 
was a formator, teacher, and apostolic director. In 
December 1991, he flew from Brazil to the Philippines 
as he accepted his mission. When he finished his 
language course in Davao, he was assigned to 
Dimataling, Zamboanga del Sur as Assistant Priest. 
He was tagged as the “working priest” because of his 
great dedication and hard work. During his free time, 
he would rather cut the weeds, plant vegetables, and 
cultivate the garden soil than laze around - even on a 
sunny afternoon in the summertime.

     Fr.Aloisio Back
The 
Man of 
Missions

By: Vince Hope M. Ediang, Aspirant
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 Life was challenging since we were of lower socioeconomic status. My parents did not have enough 
income to provide for our daily needs. Indeed, poverty prevailed in my family, but faith abounded much 
more. Faith at home was manifested by praying the rosary, saying the mealtime prayer, and going to Mass 
every Sunday. I became an altar server and a caretaker of the chapel when I was in Grade 8.  I had faith. I 
believed in God, but I did not quitely understand what that meant. 

 Growing up, I never really considered the priesthood. I served our chapel for two years, but I did 
not know that those two years are formation years towards a greater call. I thought life as a seminarian was 
going to be easy, but it was hard. It was full of trials and difficulties. I entered the seminary at the age of 16, 
equipped with nothing but faith. 

 Life outside may be good, but entering the seminary is better. I live in a structured way of life where I 
am guided to set my priorities in life. I am known to be a 3-in-1 pioneer seminarian. First, I am the pioneer 
SCJ seminarian from Hilongos, Leyte. Second, I am the first senior high school seminarian accepted in the 
congregation. Lastly, I am the first seminarian student in St. Mary’s school, a prestigious institution. 

 I went through a lot of trials, challenges, loneliness, misunderstandings, financial crises, doubts, 
and failures in my formation years, but all these were instruments in strengthening my vocation. I thought 
living here, away from my family, life was going to be sad. I was wrong. I am very happy now with my life 
inside the seminary. 

 I have been living in the seminary for three years now. I have adjusted well to seminary life, and I 
have had a lot of realizations: following Christ entails sacrifice and commitment, suffering is inevitable in 
any vocation, conquering challenges through prayer is valuable. All of these made me realize that prayer 
keeps me faithful to my vocation, it  helps me overcome temptations. Many have this misconception that 
seminarians are extraordinary beings. The fact is none of us seminarians are. Much like the disciples of 
Jesus, we are just ordinary people who have responded to the call of God in an extraordinary way. 

I am Allen P. Fornis, 19 years of age, 1st-year seminarian in the 
Congregation of the Priest of the Sacred Heart (SCJ). I grew up in 
a Catholic family, the middle child with a stepsister and a younger 

brother. My parents, Alejo Fornis, 66, and Elena, 50, are both from 
Hilongos Leyte. 

A JOURNEY TO 
MY VOCATION

By: Allen P. Fornis, Aspirant
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The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will 
come on you, and God's power will rest 
upon you. For this reason, the holy child 

will be called the Son of God” (Luke 1:35 GNB). 
The title “Santo Niño” came from two Spanish 
words that mean Holy Child. The devotion of 
the Child Jesus is popular, especially among the 
faithful Catholics. We can see the image of the 
Holy Child in houses, schools, stores, and even 
in private and public transportations. This shows 
how much the Filipinos trust and believe in the 
miracles of the Holy Child Jesus.
 In 1521, a Portuguese army led by 
Ferdinand Magellan was traveling to the spice 
islands, but they landed on Limasawa island 
where they celebrated their first mass in the 
Philippines. A few days after, Magellan traveled 
to the Island of Cebu and met Rajah Humabon, 
the king of the island, and his wife Hara 
Humamay. Rajah Humabon and Ferdinand 
Magellan did a “Sandugo” (blood compact) to 
seal their friendship. Together with about 800 
of their people, Rajah Humabon and his wife 
were baptized as Christians. As baptismal gifts, 
Ferdinand Magellan gave them three gifts: an 
Ecce Homo, which is an ivory bust of Jesus; an 
image of Mama Mary; and the Santo Niño. To 
prove his loyalty to the Rajah, Magellan attacked 
Lapu-Lapu and his men in the Battle of Mactan. 
Unfortunately, Magellan was killed in the said 
battle in April 1521.

 In 1565, another group of Spaniards led by 
Miguel Lopez de Legazpi came to the Philippines. 
He attempted to have a peaceful negotiation 
with the people in Cebu, but the locals strongly 
opposed it. Legazpi ordered his ships to bombard 
the settlement; houses were burned and about 
500 people were killed. After the bombardment, 
the Spaniards were scavenging when one of 
them, Juan Camus, found a box that contained 
the image of the Santo Niño in one of the houses. 
Where that house used to be, the  Holy Name of 
Jesus monastery was constructed. At present, it 
is now where the Basilica Minore del Santo Niño 
de Cebu – the oldest parish in the Philippines, is 
located.
 Santo Niño became popular not because of 
its origin and history but because of its importance 
to the hearts of the Filipino devotees. For its almost 
500 years of presence here in the Philippines, 
nothing had changes to the compassion and love 
of the Filipino to the Holy infant. The message 
of the Santo Niño is to be a gift for others, " Fr. 
Belstar Ediang" said. God wants us to be a gift for 
others and to be the reason for their change. A gift 
with love and a gift for unity as what the essence 
of Santo Niño in our Catholic faith.

By: R-j Catena, Aspirant

“Santo
Niño”
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 For many centuries, the Feast of St. 
Valentine was celebrated. Christian couples 
invoked the intercession of the saint in times of 
difficulties, for strength, and courage in their 
marriage. However, the Feast of St. Valentine is 
no longer recognized in the current liturgical 
calendar of the Roman Catholic Church. It 
was removed after the revision of the liturgical 
calendar by Pope St. Paul VI due to lack of 
information about the biography of the saint. 

February is considered to be the “Love 
Month” by many. It is a special month for 
couples and families. Everyone manifests 

and expresses their love for one another; may 
it be to a special someone or to their families 
for they are grateful for the unconditional love 
that they experienced. Unknown to many, 
the celebration originated back in the time 
of St. Valentine, a priest and a martyr who is 
known for his deep concern for Christian 
couples during the reign of Emperor Claudius 
II who persecuted Christians. St. Valentine 
was imprisoned for marrying and aiding 
Christians. He was stoned, beaten with clubs 
and beheaded. 

 Saint Valentine’s day is a day not 
just for couples. It is a day for all of us 
who persevere in loving others as we 
love ourselves. For we are lovers of the 
common good, seekers of comfort from 
the people that surround and protect us, 
givers of joy to the lonely, and sources of 
hope to the hopeless. 

 St. Valentine’s feast was then 
replaced by the memorial of the Apostles 
of the Slavs, St. Cyril and St. Methodius 
who were two brothers, natives of 
Thessalonika in Greece. Although the 
Church has removed the Feast of the 
memorial of St. Valentine, we must not 
forget that the tradition that has been 
practiced for centuries will live in the 
hearts of the people. 

 By: Justine Lee D. Soriano, Aspirant

 “St. Valentine”
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 By: Vince Hope M. Ediang, Aspirant

The founder of the Priests of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus was a vigorous advocate 
of truth, a social activist, and a man of 

contemplative deep spiritual exercises. He was 
born on March 14, 1843 in La Capelle in Soissons 
in the Northeastern part of France. His parents 
were Alexandre Jules Dehon and Stephanie 
Vandelet. His devotion to the Heart of Jesus was 
nurtured during his childhood by his mother. 
In his adolescent years, Giovanni Leone Dehon 
showed a keen interest in Catholicism and felt 
the desire to enter the seminary to become a 
priest. Although France faced challenges in 
Christendom in the mid-19th century, Fr. Dehon 
decided to follow his desire to become a priest 
despite his father’s great disapproval. He invested 
his time in the formation through his extensive 
work on social awareness in secularism and 
clericalism which predominantly arose in most 
countries in Europe.

 Before he entered the seminary, the young 
venerable studied law and earned his doctorate. 
A year after, he then entered the French Seminary 
where he received his doctorates in philosophy, 
theology, and canon law. He was assigned as 
an assistant priest in his hometown at Soissons 
after his ordination in 1871 at St. Quentin. After 
seeing the poorness of training in education 
and apostolate, he then founded a ministry for 
youth and young adults. In 1877, he decided 
to establish a religious congregation with the 
intent of breaking the secularism and clericalism 
that separated the church and society. With the 
bishop's approval, he built a large high school at 
St. Quentin. Later, after the school was erected, 
the suppression of Rome made the young 
institution suffer from instability and stopped its 
operation for a while.

  He was recognized for interpreting Pope 
Leo XIII's encyclical Rerum Novarum after writing 
his initiative 'The Reign of the Heart of Jesus in 
Souls and Society'. At the beginning of the 20th 
Century, Fr. Dehon extensively used his resources 
for the expansion of the young congregation as 
his initiative on the mandate of the expulsion of 
the religious orders in France and the excessive 
entanglement of State and Church.
  It was only after the World War I outbreak 
that Fr. Dehon re-established the unity of his 
congregation. He breathed his last and joined the 
creator on Aug. 12, 1925 in Brussels. During that 
time, the estimated number of the congregation 
members was only 750. Today, the Dehonian 
Spirituality has reached more than 2000 followers 
and is still flourishing not only in Europe but also 
in Latin America, Africa, North America and Asia.

 The turbulent events during his ministry 
which he devotedly fought against paved the way to 
changes in the church and had earned him the title 
of 'democratic clergy'. He took advantage of mass 
gatherings to address the message of awareness in 
the social issues among priests. 

 “Fr. Leo John Dehon”
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“The Seed in the Good Soil”

500 years ago, the seed of faith was planted 
in the Philippines by the Spaniards. And 
today, we have witnessed the sweetness of 

the fruits that were planted yesterday, as what 
Jesus said in the Gospel of Matthew, “Other seeds 
fell on good soil and brought forth grain some a 
hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty” (Mt. 13:8). 
As we celebrate the 500 years of Christianity in 
the Philippines, the questioning mind may ask 
then its relation to the birth anniversary of the 
founder, Fr. Dehon. The point of this essay is 
to address the relationship between Fr. Dehon 
and the 500 years of Christianity in the country. 
In that case, let us look back at Fr. Dehon’s 
perspectives during his three-day visit in the 
Philippines, the SCJ Mission, and its vital role in 
re-evangelizing the Filipino people. 

 First, Father Paul J. McGuire, SCJ wrote 
in the introduction of Father Dehon Visits the 
Philippines: Selections from his Diary stating 
that the very fact that Fr. Dehon went to the 
Philippines is remarkable in itself. This is a 
reminder for all the “sons of Fr. Dehon '' in the 
Philippines that the founder once visited the rich 
soil of the country before them. During Father 
Dehon’s visit in the Philippines soil, he was 
amazed by the immense number of Catholics. 
He even made a note that the Filipino young 
men who entered the seminary became excellent 
priests, and he also expressed his hope that one 
day it might evangelize the whole of Southeast 
Asia. These words from the founder are things 
we can affirm today.

They were composed of eight priests 
representing the five SCJ provinces.  And now 
as we celebrate the 500 years of Christianity, 
being part of re-evangelizing the Filipino 
people, living with them, and being with them, 
is a great help and it is something that we need 
to celebrate for we become part of Philippine 
Christianity. Moreover, being with the people 
is not only the desire of the congregation. 

 Lastly, quoting what Fr. Dehon had 
said in his Memoirs, “If I had one piece of 
advice to give to Christians and priests...get 
involved in the lives of workers and farmers, 
learn about their living conditions, their food, 
their salaries, their children and the elderly, 
their mutual aid societies,what they read and 
they do in their spare time.” This means caring 
for the needs of others. This is the reason why 
the Congregation of the Priests of the Sacred 
Heart is the first missionary who does not only 
focus in the specific field of their expertise but 
also in responding to the needs of the faithful. 
And thirty-two years ago, the seed that had 
been sown by the eight missionary priests also 
sprouted and produced its own fruit. Therefore, 
Father Dehon and his sons share an essential 
role and part of the 500 years of Christianity in 
the Philippines by bringing and sharing the love 
of Jesus in the souls of the faithful and in the 
society. And this is not the end yet, the seed of 
faith has just started to sprout. 

Essay Winning Piece during  Fr. Dehon’s Birth Anniversary
Theme: Father Dehon and the 500 Years of Christianity in the Philippines

 Second, although during his lifetime, it 
never happened to send some missionaries to 
the Philippines. Nonetheless, sixty-four years 
(from 1925-1989) after his death, the first group 
of SCJ missionaries arrived in the Philippines. 

By: Junas S. Malana, Postulant
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Life was in shades of grey
It was dark and dull
I felt empty, lifeless, and lonely
It was like a debacle.

Then, like a ray of light
Jesus radiates a portion in me
It illuminates my entire being
I am like a torch standing for victory.

I am like a blank canvass 
He is the artist 
He puts and strokes colorful shades of 
paint 
Until I became a beautiful art.

A MIRACLE

A couple, Eliza and her husband John, lived in 
front of St. Niño de Alae Parish. They were 
well-known in their area, not only because they 

were wealthy but also because of their generosity  and 
active participation in all church’s  activities.

 Many people visited them every day for help, 
and they did not fail to give support. Despite their 
generosity to those in need and the riches they had, they 
still felt something was missing in their lives. They had 
been married for ten years.  Although they had been 
together for a long time, they had not been blessed with 
a child.Without fail, they prayed for a child everyday in 
their Sto. Niño Parish. They were always in Cebu every 
Sinulog festival celebration to ask for a child, the grace 
they wanted as a couple. Until one day, God heard their 
prayers, and Eliza became pregnant and gave birth 
to their only child - Niño. They named him Niño to 
dedicate him to the Child Jesus. Their enthusiasm for 
the pursuit of life and for giving their heartfelt help 
to others significantly increased as they were deeply 
grateful for the gifts they had received from God.

 COVID-19 then devastated and destroyed 
lives in their area. Eliza remained caring for 
their child while John distributed food packs to 
those affected by the virus in their community. 
Unfortunately, one of the people he was helping 
transmitted the virus to him. He inadvertently 
brought the virus to their home, infecting Eliza 
and their child, too. They were quarantined in 
their home, and people stayed away from them. 
Their neighbors seem to have forgotten all the good 
things that they have done for them. None of the 
neighbors helped them with their needs, such as 
medicines, food, and water.
 Though Eliza and John got very weak 
because of the disease, and their neighbors 
continued to abandon them, they continued 
praying to God. One day, a mysterious child went 
to the couple's home and gave them his little 
tumbler of water. Their neighbors saw what the boy 
did and remembered how much Eliza and John had 
helped them. All the neighbors got together and 
cooperated to help the couple. A miracle followed; 
the family got healed from the infection. John and 
Eliza realized that the child who gave them water 
was an angel sent by God to inspire the people 
around them to remember to help their neighbors. 

“A BEAUTIFUL ART”
By: Ms. Mary Lalainne Q. Pacto, Teacher

By: Peddy Serencio, Aspirant
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“The Gardener’s Fruits”
By: Vince Mahinay, Postulant

Poetry Winning Piece
Fr. Dehon’s Birth Anniversary

Theme: Father Dehon and the 500 Years of Christianity in the Philippines

The Adventurous Gardener wandered to a thousand fertile islands, huge 
and small plots divided by the deceiving blue sky with floating shining 
diamonds emitted from the sun. A garden abundant of the seeds of faith 

planted by the Ancient Growers inspired by the Greatest Sower who gave one’s life 
as a nourishment for many. And for half a millennium, this rich soil produces a 
good amount of harvest.  Walking in some parts of this vast garden for three days 
the Gardener had seen a potential of sowing the seed to bear good fruits and in 
the upcoming years, Eight Gardeners had arrived to sow the seed.

 These Fellow Gardeners, in spite of differences, had come together with 
one telos. Planting the seed of the Heart of Jesus as the First Gardener had pon-
dered. The hands of our Gardeners are part of this 500 years of bearing and 
producing good fruits.  They created other Gardeners that will plant again the 
seed of the Ultimate Sower.  Once again, they will cultivate the soil, plant at the 
proper depth, give the seedling enough light, and fertilizer.

 Then, a new generation of Gardeners will flourish and nurture what has 
been buried. Though some of the Historic Gardeners had gone beyond our 
world, as summer turns to fall. But after all, they gave us the greatest seed, which 
is the Heart of Jesus, may it nourish in us who are still sprouting in earth, and 
in the future, and letting us to take part of the great mission that all Gardeners 
have started with the Great Sower. These Gardeners may not be able to spread 
all the seed in the hearts of all people during their years, but by our help and 
dedication, we as Little Gardeners might be able to plant the Sacred heart in the 
heart of the World.
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 October is the month of the Holy Rosary. 
As part of our Catholic faith and practice,  this 
celebration culminated with a Stationed Holy 
Rosary that began at 8 p.m. The route started 
at the main chapel. It included stops at the pre-
college grotto, the postulancy grotto, and up 
to the main grotto facing the side of the annex 
of the aspirancy building and at the back of 
the postulancy building. In attendance were 
the SCJ priests and seminarians at the Sacred 
Heart Formation House, Aluba, Macasandig, 
Cagayan de Oro City.  

October 31, 2020

 We, Catholics, have this custom 
of commemorating two special events 
in November.  All Saints Day on Nov. 1 
honors the saints of our Church. All Souls 
Day on Nov. 2 is a day to commemorate 
the lives of our beloved departed.  The 
SCJ seminarians and priests offered 
prayers in the mass for the souls of the 
faithful departed. They also invoked the 
intercessions of the saints. 

 The SCJ  Congregation memorialized 
the lives of martyred SCJ confreres who 
propagated the gospel in their respective 
areas of mission. The SCJ community in 
Cagayan de Oro celebrated this with a 
Holy Mass.  During the memorial, Bro. 
Reneboy Soccoro, SCJ, made his perpetual 
profession, which was received by Rev. Fr. 
Lukas Hadi Siswo Sasmito, the superior of 
SCJ Philippine Region. The SCJ Cagayan 
de Oro community, as well as the family 
of the professed brother, witnessed the 
special event.

 Despite all the trials and problems 
brought by 2020, the SCJ priests, 
seminarians, and staff celebrated Christmas 
with a party as thanksgiving for the graces 
from God. The celebration started at 8 a.m. 
with a program joined by the members of the 
community, with the special participation 
of Dr. Carthelyn Adajar, the English teacher 
of the seminarians. It ended at 9 p.m. with a 
videoke party. 

 The SCJ Community of seminarians 
and priests, and the TMM sisters who worked 
in the seminary, capped off the year with a Holy 
Mass at the main chapel of the Sacred Heart 
Formation House in Macasandig, Cagayan de 
Oro City. Rev. Fr. Franciszek Pupkowski, SCJ 
presided the Mass. They did a countdown in 
celebration of the New Year after the Mass.

 
 Team Four (4), headed by Rev. Fr. Joseph C. Butlig, SCJ, bagged all the victories during the “SCJ 
Year-End Sports League” held at the Sacred Heart Formation House, Macasandig, Cagayan de Oro City.  

 The chairman of the SCJ seminarians sports committee, Sem. Jay-ar Tuburan, in collaboration 
with the recreations committee led by Sem. Kenth Ponghon, organized the sports league for the SCJ 
seminarians who were unable to go home due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The organizers hoped that the 
tournament would fill their longing for their families.

 The teams consisted of SCJ priests and seminarians, with the special participation of Rev. Fr.  
Belstar O. Ediang, a diocesan clergy of the Diocese of Pagadian, Zamboanga del Sur, played basketball and 
volleyball from Dec. 30, 2020, to Jan. 1, 2021.  

December 31, 2020
December 19, 2020

November 26, 2020

November 1&2, 2021

Vol. 1 no. 230

Year-End Tournament: An Avenue for the Seminarians to 
Fill Their Longing for Their Families

By: Ramon Pilo Jr, Aspirant



Photos Credits to: Joshua John Malalis, Jayco Sinilong, Jospeh Flores
31 The Sint Unum

GRADE 11

GRADE 12

Aspirants

Postulants

Academic Year 2020-2021



Photo Credits to: Joshua John Malalis, Jayco Sinilong, Jospeh Flores
32 Vol. 1 no. 2



By: Jeffrey Melgazo, Aspirant


